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Stylthus stalls ut 1 Linnétradgarden

Den amerikanska konstnaren Joan Backes arbetar garna
med natur, miljé och trad. Under hela sommaren kommer
hennes platsspecifika installation Stilthouse att visas i
Linnétridgarden.

Arets sommarutstillning viixer lingsamt

upp i Linnétradgirden. Niir UNT kommer

pd besdk dr ett av fyra "stylthus” klara. P&

fredag, nir utstillningen 6ppnar, kommer

det forsta huset att ha séllskap av ytterligare

tre,

— Jag har alltid arbetat med natur och sedan &r 2000 med trid,
siiger konstniren Joan Backes, som till vardags bor och jobbar i

Massachusetts och New York.
Konstniiren har tidigare stiillt ut rintgenbilder av triid, vanliga

minniskors teckningar av favorittriid, extrema forstoringar av
trideeller, mattor av lv frin hela viirlden, superrealistiska
mélningar av bark och mycket annat. I Uppsala visar hon fyra hus pé
styltor. Det férsta, och stéirsta, bestir av triid som konstniren har
himtat friin universitetets skogar.

— Niir jag forst kom hit visste jag inte alls vad jag skulle géra, men
jag ville att det skulle harmonisera med platsen. Linnétridgirden ir
ju helt fantastisk. Det féirsta huset har hiimtat sina linjer frin Linnés
bostadshus och de Gvriga himtar form och linjer friin andra

strukturer i triidghrden.
Inuti husstrukturen har Joan Backes placerat nigra okvistade

grenar. | naturens eget material, och i en autentisk milj, visar hon i
all enkelhet den miinskliga tendensen att domesticera det vilda. I
buren en skog. Det vilda hotande méste fingas in och timjas.
Minniskans kontrollbehov, uppenbarligen stirre fin egenskaper som
hiinsyn och eftertanke, har dragits sa ldngt att sjidlva existensen ir
hotad - { varje fall om man fir tro de viirsta klimatfarhigorna. Joan
Backes pekar pd en méngfald som vi i viirsta fall hiller pd att férlora.

Utstéllningen Stilthouse pdgdr 15 april - 30 september. Fram till 23
maj kan man ocksd se nigra milningar av Joan Backes pd Galleri

Magnus Karlsson i Stockholm.
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Stilt House is Installed in Linnaeus Garden

The American artist Joan Backes works with the subject of nature, including issues of
the environment and trees. During the next five months her site-specific installation Stilt
House is on exhibition in Linnaeus Garden.

This exhibition is currently being designed, built, and constructed in Linnasus Garden.

One of the Stilt Houses has been installed. On Friday when the exhibition opens, the
installation will include four Stilt Houses.

“l have always worked with the subject of nature, and since the year 2000 with a focus
on trees” says the artist Joan Backes who lives and works in Massachusetts and New
York.

The artist has previously exhibited work which included x-rays of trees, ordinary
people’s drawings of their favorite tree, videos which have included electron micro-
scope images of tree cells, carpets of leaves from all over the world, paintings of the
bark of trees, and many other things. In Uppsala she will show four houses on stilts.
The first and largest one is constructed from branches of cleared trees that the artist
collected from Uppsala University Department of Forestny's land.

“When | came here | knew that | wanted this installation to be in harmony with the loca-
tion. Linnasus Garden is amazing. The first house repeats the pitch of the roof from
Linnaeus residence home and the others repeat their roof pitch, and form from the
orangery and from other structures in the garden.”

Inside the first large white birch house Joan Backes has placed a forest. She suggests
the human tendency to tame the wild. Inside this house a forest is caged. Perhaps the
wild of nature is domesticated. The human need for control, possibly greater than quali-
fies like respect and consideration, has stretched to the extent that its own existence is
threatened. That is, if we are to believe the more grave climate predictions.

The exhibit Stilt House will be shown from 15 Apnl to 30 September. Through the 23 of
May paintings by Joan Backes can be seen at Gallery Magnus Karlsson in Stockholm.

By Sebastian Johans Sebastian johans@unt.se
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